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MARIA BOCHKARIEVA—THE JOAN OF ARC OF RUSSIA 


About this time, Maria Bochkarieva, on leave from the front, saw that Russia was in danger. She 
conceived the idea of forming an army of women. Kerensky, recognizing the good that might come of 
this, gave his consent and recruiting began. This woman was the wife of a peasant from the Volga district 
who joined his regiment the day of mobilization. After he was killed at the front she demanded permission 
from the Czar to take his place in the regiment. After many months, the desired permission was received 
and she joined the regiment at the front. She suffered many hardships and proved herself a good soldier. 
She was several times decorated for bravery, once for rescuing men who were caught on barbed wire, she 
herself being wounded. 
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HIS book is the result of an inspiration that came to Captain Thompson in the 

midst of the February revolution that overthrew the Czar and ultimately deliv- 

ered Russia over to the infinite agony of anarchy. Mr. Thompson was in Russia 

making photographs for Leslie’s Weekly and | was correspondent for the same 
paper. One day when we were seeking shelter in a doorway from a burst of bullets that 
swept the Nevski Prospekt, Thompson suddenly said, apropos of nothing in our previous 
conversation: 

‘““A photographic record of the French Revolution would be beyond price. This is 
my chance. I am going to record the story of this revolution in pictures.”’ 

From that day his two hobbies were his cinema film, which was to tell on the screen 
the narrative of the revolution and the dark forces that brought it about, and a book of 
pictures that should do the same thing, but in permanent form. When the tides of revolu- 
tion ebbed and gave us respite from the gruelling work necessary to cover so vast ‘“‘a 
story,” we spent endless hours planning this book, and I am sure that even when Captain 
Thompson was busy with his cameras and the bullets were singing around him, he was 
thinking of the great work that he had taken upon himself—the giving to the world of a 
pictorial record of the greatest social and political upheaval it has ever known. 

At that time we did not realize the mighty sweep that the revolution would attain. 
We knew that 170,000,000 people had thrown off the bonds of despotism and were groping 
blindly in the glare of the freedom they had seized, but did not know how to use. We 
could not foresee the extremes to which they would go. The fact that the Russian Moujik 
is normally a peaceful, docile child, led all to think that the revolution would be compara- 
tively bloodless and that out of temporary anarchy would speedily come some form of 
free and ordered government. How bitterly all friends of the Russian people were dis- 
appointed, need not be gone into here. It is enough to say that the sinister influences 
emanating from Berlin that had so much to do with bringing about the original upheaval, 
have continued to support the forces of disorder and to push Russia further and further 
into the hopeless confusion that best serves the ends of the war machine of the Huns. 

It is not possible adequately to tell the story of German intrigue in Russia through 
the medium of pictures. In fact, | doubt the power of words to do full justice to the sub- 
ject. But so far as the graphic art of photography permits, Thompson has here set forth 
the story. It is his hope that this record will not be without value to his own countrymen, 
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who, he believes, are all too indifferent to the menace of German intrigue and propaganda 
that encompasses them on every side. 

When we arrived in Petrograd in February, 1917, we found a city apparently calm, 
but underneath, seething with excitement. An explosion was bound to come. Before 
we had been there a week, we could foresee it just as could those experienced in Russia’s 
affairs. When finally the revolution started, Mr. Thompson was there with his cameras, 
trailing the mobs. All day long from one end of the city to the other, up and down the 
Nevski, he followed them. Sometimes it was impossible to take pictures for the simple 
reason that any camera was smashed as soon as seen. 

During the calm that followed the first revolution of March, Mr. Thompson was 
seriously ill in the hospital. This illness was caused by overwork and too great strain 
following exposure and fatigue. Fortunately he recovered in time to be ready with his 
faithful cameras to photograph the labor demonstrations in May. This was the first at- 
tempt of the extreme radicals to test their power. As the people of Petrograd did nothing 
but parade and make speeches, Mr. Thompson decided to go to the front. Rumors had 
reached us that the soldiers’ committees there were usurping the power of their officers. 
Two months’ work up and down the front, from the Black Sea to the Baltic, produced a 
complete photographic record of the revolution as it had affected the soldiers. 

It was not always easy to take pictures of the riots, because just as he would establish 
himself in a good place on some corner, some adherent, either of the Bolsheviki or the 
Provisional Government would start a little excitement with machine guns. Then it was 
easier and safer to move on. During these riots, however, Mr. Thompson was always to 
be seen where the crowds were thickest, and where the machine guns were spraying the 
streets with lead. 

Immediately after these disturbances news of a break in the front, in Galicia, reached 
us and Mr. Thompson left at a moment’s notice to photograph this appalling disaster. 
From then on, whenever anything of importance took place, he was there with his cam- 
eras, thus securing the completest possible photographic history of Russia’s downfall. 
In the big cities, on the front, in fact, from one end of Russia to the other, he saw German 
agents at work, and month by month observed the accumulating results of their pernicious 
propaganda. When at last their work bore its inevitable fruit, and the Provisional Goy- 
ernment was ignominiously chased out of Petrograd, he decided to leave—it was a case of 
then or never. His one idea was to get his photographs safely out of the country. In this 
he experienced many difficulties, but finally reached Japan with his cherished pictures 
intact. 

The best examples of these pictures are contained in this book; to which I have 
added, at Captain Thompson’s request, such descriptive details as seemed necessary. 
By looking through it, one is able to understand something of the terrible state of chaos 
and anarchy into which Russia has fallen. FLorRENcCE MacLeop Harper. 


mie O Penge Us liv A TTONS 


Maria Bochkarieva—the Joan of Arc of Russia Frontispiece 
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THE BATTLE FLAG WHICH THE KAISER HAD PRESENTED TO THE 
CAPTURED REGIMENT 


This was a regiment that had been decorated with the iron cross by the Kaiser’s own hand. He gave 
the cross with its black and white ribbon for the battle flag in honour of the glorious deeds which this regi- 
ment had performed in the sacking of Belgium. It wasn’t often that any army of the Allies had the luck 
to take prisoner an entire regiment of supposedly invulnerable Prussian guards. They had been sent to 
the Russian front to rest and recuperate. 
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MADAME E. C. BRESHKOVSKA YA—“ THE LITTLE GRANDMOTHER OF THE REVOLUTION ” 

That another revolution was coming, everyone knew. The people must be free. Among the many 
who fought and suffered for the cause of freedom one of the finest and most famous was “the little grand- 
mother of the revolution,’ Madame Breshkovskaya. She was exiled to Siberia by the Czar. There she 
lived for many years, praying that liberty and enlightenment might some day come to her country. 
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POLICE BARRACKS CAPTURED AFTER A LIFE-AND-DEATH STRUGGLE 


This barracks and prison was taken after a tremendous fight during which the police were either killed 
outright or beaten to death by the mob. The prisoners were given their liberty. 
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A TYPICAL MOUJIK SOLDIER 

Millions of men of this type were willing to be taught. For months, all they heard was the German 
side of the question; the Allies, through stupidity or blindness, never even attempted to reach these 
men. It is no wonder that in the end they were contaminated and led astray. 
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All work was at a standstill, the main occu 
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THE FIRST OF MAY—THE DAY OF THE ANARCHISTS 


Bloodshed was averted only by the appearance in the streets of thousands of unarmed soldiers. 
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willing to march and shout, “Down with the Government! Stop 


the War!”’ 
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German money was spent right and left; ten roubles was paid to each man who was 
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PEASANT WOMEN BRINGING THEIR SICK CHILDREN TO THE AMERICAN DOCTOR 

Every day the nurses would find peasant women with babies looking for Dr. Hurd. He was never 
too busy to help them. It was the first time many of these people had even seen a doctor, much less been 
treated by one. 
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LIEUTENANT-COLONEL MALCOLM C. GROW, A. PHILADELPHIA DOCTOR. 


Dr. Malcolm C. Grow, of Philadelphia, was the only American in Russia who was a regimental doctor. 
He worked with the first Siberian division for more than two years. Every time they went over the top, he 
went with them. He was wounded and suffered from shell shock. He was decorated with the soldier’s Cross 
of St. George, an almost unheard-of honour for a foreigner and rare even for a Russian. He won the rank 
of Lieutenant-Colonel in the Russian army. 
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This one comes from Meran. He could speak French, Italian, German, English, 
and was learning Russian. The Austrians are not hated in Russia, the hatred is kept 
for the Germans. 
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MRS. EMMELINE PANKHURST AND MARIA BOCHKARIEVA 

Mrs. Emmeline Pankhurst, who had arrived in Russia in June, showed her appreciation of the won- 
derful sacrifice made by the women of the Battalion of Death by becoming an ardent champion of 
Maria Bochkarieva. The latter, in turn, appreciated Mrs. Pankhurst’s sympathy, and a warm friend- 
ship sprang up between these two leaders of women 
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THEIR OLD FATHER WHO HAD NO SONS TO FIGHT FOR RUSSIA 
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AFTER A MONTH’S TRAINING 


At the end of only a month’s training, their appearance was that of well-drilled young soldiers. 
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TYPES OF THOSE WHO ENLISTED IN THE WOMEN’S BATTALIONS 
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A KRONSTADT SAILOR AND HIS ENLISTING WIFE 


A Kronstadt sailor and his wife. The lat- 


who, unlike his comrades, was against peace at any price 
ter is on her way to enlist in the women’s battalion. 
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AN OFFICER'S HOUSE AFTER IT HAD BEEN SHELLED BY THE SAILORS 
Some of the officers took refuge in their homes. The sailors of Kronstadt, too cowardly to risk a hand- 


to-hand fight, brought up artillery and demolished these houses and forced the officers to surrender and 
suffer an ignominious death. 
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KRONSTADT SAILORS MARCHING IN PETROGRAD 


These sailors, the most 1 


radical of all in their views, paraded in Petrograd all during the summer of 
1917. On these oce 


asions they carried banners inscribed, “‘ Down with the ten capitalist ministers!” 
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THE GREAT WHITE AND GOLD CATHEDRAL OF KRONSTADT 

At four o'clock every afternoon the cathedral bell would toll, not to call the people to prayer, but to 
‘all them to listen to the most radical speeches made by German agents, from the little wooden stand 
in the foreground. Here, any afternoon, one could hear: “Stop the war, divide the land, seize the banks, 
kill the bourgeoisie, let us make peace with Germany; she is our friend, England is our enemy, and 
now America is becoming our enemy as well. America is governed by the capitalists, they have forced 
the President to make war, etc., etc.,”’ and there was no one there to contradict these lies. The people 
of Kronstadt have been revolutionary for many years. 
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THE FORMER CZAR AND HISSON, THE FORMER CZAREVITCH 


The presence of the former Czar at Tsarskoe-Selo was a source of constant worry to the Provisional 
Government. They not only feared a reaction in favour of the monarchy, but also an uprising of the Bol- 
sheviki, with the killing of the whole royal family. Accordingly, Kerensky decided to have them quietly 
removed to Tobolsk, Siberia. So Colonel Nicholas Romanoff with his family, including the former Czare- 
vitch Alexis Nicholaivitch, made the journey to Siberia, that journey upon which so many thousands of 
political prisoners had been sent in his name. 
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TYPE OF MACHINE GUN USED BY THE BOLSHEVIKI 


The Bolsheviki had mounted their machine guns on trucks and automobiles and were shooting up the 
town. This picture was taken later on in the afternoon at the headquarters of the Bolsheviki where they 
were distributing these machine guns to their agents. 
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and the paraders fight and scatter, 


1 to the ever-increasing list of casualties. 


Rival parades would meet 


s farther away and adc 
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RIVAL PARADES IN CONFLICT 


y of violent excitement. 
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only to meet again a few blocl 


Tuesday was a da 
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x TROOPS 


were fired upon by the Bolsheviki without 
aving many thousands of dead instead of a few 


ARMED KRONSTADT SAILORS AND BOLSHEVIE 
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COSSACKS IN THE NEVSKI PROSPEKT WATCHING 
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They 


contented themselves with restoring order. 
ys on the side of law and order, saved Petrograd from h 


a bloody revenge, they 
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KERENSKY MARCHING BEHIND THE COFFIN OF ONE OF THE VICTIMS 


Kerensky himself, with his closely-cropped head and dark profile, may be seen in the centre marching with some of his cabinet ministers. 
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RED CROSS REPRESENTATIVES CARRYING WREATHS 


Representatives of every Red Cross and hospital unit in Petrograd bore wreaths all the way to the cemetery. 


CAPTAIN THOMPSON’S TRUCK 


The only way it was possible to make pictures when there were riots, was from the top of a motor truck 


with a guard of soldiers. Captain Thompson used this truck while making his pictures of street riots and 
fighting in Petrograd. The truck was fired upon on several occasions. Captain Thompson is the man 


behind the camera, wearing a cap. 
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THE RUSSIAN’S PRIMITIVE TYPE OF GAS MASK 


The Russian gas mask is a primitive affair that would not be of much use against the new gases which 


have been used on the Western Front, but it did save a few lives in Russia. The rubber mask goes on over 


the face and the man breathes through a hole on top of the tin which is filled with charcoal and chemicals. 
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AN INGENIOUS LOOK-OUT 


When a man stood flat against the trunk of one of the trees it was almost impossible to see him. 
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THE NEVSKI PROSPEKT, AGAIN CROWDED BY EXCITED AND APPREHENSIVE PEOPLE 

Truckloads of Red Guards were riding from one end of the city to the other. Those who were in 
sympathy with Korniloff dared not even mention his name. Nevertheless a great many people were pray- 
ing that he might succeed. 
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OLD PEASANT WHOSE BEES WERE MADE ANGRY BY GERMAN SHELLS 


If all Russians were as sensible as this old man, the history of their country might be different. He 
was a keeper of bees. When the Germans came near and trenches were built running past his place, he 
didn’t move, his bees were used to that country. He found, however, that the German shell-fire upset them 
and made them so angry that at times they would even attack him. So he dug himself a little trench 
where he could take refuge, when the hives were upset by violent shelling, and stay until his bees were 
ealm again. 


TYPES OF RUSSIAN SOLDIERS 

(a) This man is educated and knows what duty means. 
joined one of the first assault battalions. He marched off with his comrades in a vain effort to defend Riga, 
where he was killed. (b) This man is a splendid type of the Russian Moujik soldier. 


“*(a).”” “(d) A” Bolshevik. 


chance for every man. 


Although exempt because of wounds, he 


(c) Same type as 
He believes in division of property, socialist government, and an equal 
He can neither read nor write but he has common sense and is not an extremist. 
(e) A young Cossack. The tuft of hair bunched out under his cap is called “the love lock.” Like 
his comrades, he is a man of law and order, he will fight for them and he will die for them. From the few 
Cossacks there are left, will come an influence that will be felt all over Russia. 
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